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Disaster Assistance

Food, shelter, cash payments, loans, and other help

for victims of major disasters
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Disaster Assistance

ELIGIBLE IMMIGRANTS

INELIGIBLE IMMIGRANTS

FEMA Assistance Programs,

Individual and Family Grant Program, and Disaster Unemployment Assistance

“Qualified” immigrantst and victims of trafficking?
NOTE: To receive DUA, “qualified” immigrants and victims of trafficking must have employment authorization.

“Not qualified” immigrants? are
ineligible, except for services that
provide short-term, noncash, in-
kind emergency disaster relief.

Short-Term, Noncash, In-Kind Emergency Disaster Relief

All immigrants, regardless of status.

NOTE: FEMA interprets the short-term disaster relief provision to apply to programs that provide: search and
rescue; emergency medical care; emergency mass care; emergency shelter; clearance of roads and
construction of temporary bridges necessary to the performance of emergency tasks and essential community
services; warning of further risk or hazards; dissemination of public information and assistance regarding health
and safety measures; provision of food, water, medicine, and other essential needs, including moverment of
supplies or persons; and reduction of immediate threats to life, property, and public health and safety.

Emergency Food Stamps*

Children under 18 years old who were lawfully residing in the U.S. on Aug. 22, 1996, and who are now
“gualified” immigrants.

Seniors who were born before Aug. 22, 1931, were lanfully residing in the U.S. on Aug. 22, 1996, and who are
now “qualified” immigrants.

Persons receiving benefits for blindness or disability, who were lawfully residing in the U.S. on Aug. 22,
1996. Disahility-related benefits may include: Supplemental Security Income, Social Security disability, state
disability or retirement pension, railroad retirement disability, veteran's disability, disability-based Medicaid, or
possibly General Assistance for certain persons with disabilities.

Lawful permanent residents (LPRs) credited with 40 quarters of work.

“Refugee” categories: individuals granted status as a refugee, asylee, person granted withholding of
removal/deportation, Amerasian immigrant, or Cubar/Haitian entrant, during the seven years after obtaining this
status. Higibility continues during this period even if the “refugee” becomes an LPR. Even after the seven-year
period expires, these immigrants may be eligible under another category listed on this page.

Victims of trafficking.

Veterans and active duty military personnel, their spouses, unremarried surviving spouses, and children, who
are “qualified” immigrants.

Certain Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe members who are lanfully present in the U.S., and were members

of these tribes during the Vietham era; spouses, unremarried widows/widowers, and children of these tribe
members also are eligible.

A member of afederally recognized Indian tribe, or an American Indian born in Canada.
Some states also provide state-funded food assistance to additional categories of immigrants.

“Qualified” immigrants not listed
as eligible.

“Not qualified” immigrants other
than American Indians and Hmong
or Laotian tribe members
described as €eligible.
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To apply a person should...
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The law governing federal disaster assistance
appears at:
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